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Incentlve would save Crazy Mount in Wi
' By;pnduyimnxmakob
Ther dB,ll a f:; hurdles to
jump b ore the Crazy Juntain
. “Wind pro;ectcan et off:th ground,

and the requ tax abatement is
6nIyonqof‘them‘u A

-4 Marty Wilde, the 14- -turbine
2 S}ﬁ'in dgle—ared”innd project devel-
oper, met with the Sweet Grass

B ‘County;Commquhoners and repre-
-abatement Bentativ fra«s from the Montana Depart-
hearing Feb. ment of' Reveniie Feb.320ifor a public
20 at the Big ‘Heéaring at theﬁig’hmber Carnegie
c.'nmbor Library. -
By mff 2 The purpose of ‘the meeting was to

1  elicit public inp it to help the com-
missioners decidéfwhether or not to
~ offer Wilde, of ata, Inc., a tax
‘abatement for thée Crazy Mountain

»aten

front, makl.ng it 1ncred1b1y "alfﬁcult. S

ent posmons

ind approx $1 1 mllllon over,ﬁve years

1ity.
ml,es in Montana do
1lhon to invest,”

dy, has a 2b-year

‘Energy,
islative dec:swn, -are
nt of

me@watt*prol is

> nit ewable qu%g&g
EPJI), wu!}h aw‘%kd

by Mon! g and | ‘built’by*Mont#n-

ans to benefit] ontﬁ}’mna.

The issue with ¢ 8 - e of renii_%v'»}_, m art. ‘Bhey
able energy p , he shid:is that e E ;-he said,
all the cost: ﬁust‘ be procured up: nCi
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MOI /iM‘DV

l“!%,,n g,h

“T1nursaay, reoruary 24v, Lui4:

' they could bp ehgx!rle for the

v

" thens mean,g.‘gp

? .wassphtonthe ‘IjOJ :

Abatement contmued fro Mo

WINData is currently look-

ing for a declaratory ruling - :&m;

from the Montana Public Ser-
vice Commission that would
allow them to finance.a por-
tion of the projéct to a J.P.

‘Morgan-tfpe company and

keep-the remaining portion
Montana owned and con-
trolled. Over the life of the
preject, he ‘said, tliey will be

vable to show an e‘ventual 60“' . Ri
y Montﬁna;

4;‘ A SRR
r“"%L'mm»,ﬂv dPrl%‘ect |

December,ﬂWilde added, so’

federal Productlbn Tax Cred-
it %
“We m WQrking w1th the
IRS to make sure we have;

qualified for
invéstor,” he said. “In ‘the next

‘monthorso,sdnfeofthesecnt- %

ical path itemsiw
bed and Weiwi ,elther-ﬁ'ave a
greenhghtor& Ll e

The tax' abatement would
be an incentive to “help this

little project get: legs, ‘Wilde

said. “It’s on: a pretty tight

budget for a _project of this

ke I said ‘we- Are
trymg to do, it wit as-much
bootsttap! 'M“"nt&n

size 3

‘as wecan.” :
Sweet Grass County Attor i
ney Pat Dringman said accord-

ing to Montana 'code, the tax

-incentive would mean that for
the first five years after the

pqro;ect is built, the project
would be taxed at'50 percent

’of the value of the'property.

: Essentmlly, it, would mean
a 50 percent bFea"k for five

years, then that rate would

increase by 10 percent.for the

“next five years until the full( :

value is reached. '
Kory Hofland, Montana

. Department of Revenue Unit

Manager, said his department
hadn’t yet done an appraisal
on the property, so it’s diffi-
cult to say exactly what the
abatement savings for the
project might be. But accol:d

ing to a spreadsheet from the
DOR, the initial investment
cost for the project;is estimat-

ed to be $38,718,061. The dif- -

ference betweenzofferingtthe,.
abatemen vnd' Otaw

$1,162,0003HS

pC

that. That's what "
will drive the J.P. Morgantypel 64

a emphasxs Y

w1de§“‘f)a ead‘#cﬂo“untyffiﬁt

tax«bm ey, for.roads; bridges
i’én.g it g

'gwmg I oney -to a company
that igialready getting federal
subsidies,” she said.

tt, the owner of

Rick}Jarre

posed Crazy Mountain
property, said this proj-
opiesents an opportunity
f_s1fy his income’ and
coop:] his family on the ranch
where‘ hey’ve been for ﬁve

The it crease in taxes pald

“fro project would still
add ools, roads and the
health he sald. :

{ ‘llg o z
‘man J. tin Ferguson said he

%

boost moome, but pointed
; out thatL he doubted the five

‘the ranch ever

g‘{. tions who have been ' Th
i

Oﬁld_ Selensky seconded

that she is trying to start up a
small b}smess working with
local ranchers, and said she

“would feel more. com.fortable

_' ¢ can aﬁ'ord to pay an
extra $1 million, she said.

“I think we need to think
about where the county wants
this to | ,go, Selensky said.
have an impact on

prope'g‘r%g‘-]“values and set the
stage f ' what might be com-
ing n

It’s. the dx%er nce between
$3 mllhon and"$4 1 million

" paid initaxes, lifetime resi-

dent Steye Breck said.

“Idon think you should kill
'the goose that lay the golden

gaid, pointing.out that

'resldrﬁts %er'e“ﬁdamantly :
0pp Sedlito St yvater's ‘East

his
ides "élow, eqa'batement pointing to. the
populsl o‘ri‘ﬁneeds ‘the’project’s . d

'base, *he sald

receivedia ta'xéabatementand‘  durin

ntgxents adding

: :

by the constructlon. ;

e impa 81
r'Md%h’fEiix'Wm

i rancher Key Halver-

on smd he also su pprted the
l6cling/in local b
L ‘I'm worned about our ‘tax
project .
would ‘add a lot of money to
our:coffers.” 2
Wilde said he a;gprecrated
the comments during the
h , and hoped this proj-
ect ‘would benefit the most
number of people m the" best o
way possible:: G e
‘The “New
tax mcentlveéi‘;m &
bring newﬁb%u__" 1688651
countxes,’_’hjgm@‘l’ 47
All . the’ moné%g‘;gl‘l th
equ1pmen @veryt iy
be avaxlab%e;] {» front"'wllqe
ssld and put 1ng togetlie'r

g
of'aj. .

number 0 jchamgmnges we

face,” quart%u

manﬁated meaqt Tee w1nd
development proje Qﬁ% mus’l;
pay to the county The SWee't
Grass County Commlsslone\’rp

.hosted a discussion Feb. 3'to

determine its phllosophy fop
project impact foes, choosing
to follow state recommenda;
tions.

Montana Code. Annotateﬂ
15:24-3004 states that an owils
eroroperatorofamndgenerq ;
g:il facility useci or co ei"

purpose is su to'an
tial local governmént andglo“gﬁ,
school impact fee for the first
three years after oonstructaog
begins. That fee must not
exceed .5 percent ofthe costs o;f
constructing the Wmd genera.- X

- tion facility annt

The impact fee does not cov-
er. eﬁcroachments or other

7 road—related costs: ‘the compa:

yiincur, only the coaia
{og"%?ﬁ&ﬁ’ty has to maintain
nt county roads aﬁectea '

The commissioners have yet
to m ke ,‘,’declﬂgon on the
£o1” thﬁ Crazy :

”tf s, .: _.




